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USDA proposed report on H.R. 4836/Land Remote-Sen51ng

SUBJECT: . Commercialization Act of 1984

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship
to the program of the President, in accordance with OMB Circular
A-19.

Please provide us with your views no later than

COB WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1984. ORAL COMMENTS ARE ACCEPTABIE.

Direct your questlons to William A. Maxwell (395 3890), the
legislative analyst in this office.
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Jamés’ C. Murr f
Assistant Director for

Legislative Reference
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Dear Mpr, Chsirman;J" 15 e g s
This 1s 1n reply to your request of Fabruary 13, 1984, for a report on H.R,
4836, "To establish a system to promote the use of land remote-sensing

satellite data, and for other purposes,”

This Department has no objection to the enactment of the bill, provided that
;eggion? 501, 502(b), and 502(c) are amended to. make 1t clear that the
ationa

development activities with respect to land remofé-sensing and that section
603 be clarified to permit Federa] agencies to reproduce and exchange data
without restrictions and without additional payment to the system operator.

The b111 provides guidence to the United States Government {n premoting )
commercialization of land remote-sensfng from space with a framework for the
gradual transition of civil land remote-sensing satellites from the Federal
sector to private ownership and operation. Key provisfons of the pill

enable the Secretary of Commerce to contract with a private sector party to
operate the existing Unfted States ciyvi) land remote-sensing system and to
contract with a private sector party for data from land remote-sensing
Systems that are established as successors to the existing _
govermment-operated system, The bil} authorizes the Secretary of Commerce

to 1icense qualified private sector parties to operate civil remote-sensing
space systems and provides for the regulation of such systems, The biM3
provides for a camprehensive program of research -and development.of
remote-sensing from space and contains general provisions.for dissemination
and archiving of remote-sensing data and for ensuring that national securit
concerns and international commftments of the United States are met, The
bi111 prohibits commercialization of me;eQrpI?ggcgéngggjgitgsﬁat‘fhis time.,
This Department endorses those provisions of the'bill that guarantee
non-discriminatory access toremote-sensing datafand supports the concept
implicitly established in the bi1) that commercial systems will not be
substdized by govermmental users of data. i

Title V of the bi11 {s concerned with research and development and we
believe 1t is fmportant that it be Yimited to that subject. We therefore
recemmend that references in sections 501, 802{(b), and 502{c) to *research
and monftoring” or “"research, technology, and monitoring® be amended to read
"research and development of technology to monftor."
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Sections503 specifies t:ha’t_ithé’_,.,'cperatbr-?éﬁ'?&*fﬁh‘d:Fénibte-sensing system may

sell data under the condition thai:«}sygh{datgﬁvﬂJgnot;,b,ea;mgptzoqq:édét::a;i:dr;“g,;
disseminated by the purchaser, It -.is'gfnecessary‘j‘;th;t;jﬁédegglt.ﬁagentjvé52;;‘b“e5:;5-..‘.

- permitted to reproduce digital remote-sensing-data~for internal ise so that

deta will be avaflable in the event that ortginal. files or canputer-tapes
are inadvertently destroyed of erased, It 15 also highly desirable that
Feder’ar’fa‘ge’nc1*es**="'f«ji;t,hfij\‘:fd‘;{s'j‘ng_]e .department. be, permitted ‘to exchange
i*emotel"sc-n's‘ing“’h'ata“fréfe’l'-‘y‘aqd”f-‘u’_ﬁ thout “réstrictionsor additionat .cost {n
order to ',ach‘féiv'é'*méix’imum%’efffféifen’cyi;_i.n’a‘research:-"and operational -programs.’
We therefore recommend “that section 603 be amended to {nclude the following
sentence:’" Fe‘de"rja;’i’?lag‘é\n‘c}és‘"m'a'y”f‘é‘pf‘o“d'uce digital remote-sensing data -for
internal: use ‘and may transfer remote-sensing data without restriction or
add'lt1‘on’al‘i‘k}‘dsf'mt‘hin*"the Federal department of purchase,

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there 1s no objection to
the presentation of this-report from the standpoint of the Adninistration's
programs. ‘ ' ' ' -

e

Sincerely,

T . [ .‘:“!’i“v.i‘ﬁ"“, R . TR
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